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participation in this year’s Alumni Weekend was productive. Eibeck felt that 
Emeriti representation on certain University committees is appropriate and 
suggested that they might be represented on the Alumni Association Board. 
She noted that the Oral History Project provides a unique contribution to the 
history of the University and that awareness of this resource needs to be ex-
panded. The Faculty Retirement Dinner especially impressed her.  What 
moved her was the spirit of the Faculty and the contributions they have made 
to the University as described at the Dinner. 
 
Three issues were identified for follow-up action.  How can faculty participa-
tion in Alumni Weekend be improved? The Board will discuss with Bill Coen, 
Director of Alumni Relations, how to increase emeriti attendance and improve 
ways to connect with former students. The Board will continue to seek an ap-
propriate long-term location for the Emeriti Office with administrators respon-
sible for assigning campus space. President Eibeck agreed to investigate how 
to reduce the cost of on-campus events catered by Bon Appetite such as 
Emeriti luncheons.  As the meeting adjourned, the feeling of cordiality per-




On June 30th the Executive Board met with Presi-
dent Eibeck. She asked members present how each 
served the University before retirement. She was 
eager to learn more about the ongoing activities of 
the Emeriti Society and expressed her appreciation 
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with President Eibeck 
 
Working with the Alumni Office 
Members of the Executive Board met several times last summer with Director Bill 
Coen and members of the Alumni Association staff to discuss our common inter-
est in developing and maintaining stronger connections with our former students, 
the alumni of Pacific. Emeriti participation in Pacific Alumni Weekend events in-
creased this June—14 of the 94 administrators and active and retired faculty who 
attended were emeriti. The Board heard very positive responses back from these 
emeriti, with some suggestions for improvement. Alumni staff is seeking to im-
prove ways for alums to reconnect with their former professors. Staff has also 
proposed engaging emeriti in focused events, such as specific group reunions. 
 
Director Coen invited Neil Lark and Doris Meyer to meet with the Association’s 
Faculty Relations Committee in August to see if this would be a good place for 
emeriti representation.  They met with the committee and reported to the Board 
that it is. Alumni staff is considering a plan to forward “blind emails” and written 
notes from alumni to emeriti while respecting privacy concerns. Bob Cox will work 
with staff to verify emeriti email and mailing addresses. Director Coen and his staff 
are delighted to learn about our Oral History Project and plan to make alums 
aware of it. They read our newsletter and forward information of interest to alums. 
They urge emeriti to sign up for their weekly online newsletter, “What’s Up Pa-
cific?” (click on the hyperlink or visit the Alumni Association website). 
 






Sept 21   Emeriti Executive Board meeting,  9:30 am in Faculty Commons 
Sept 29   Emeriti fall meeting and luncheon, 10:30 am—1:30 pm in Regents’ 
Dining Room (see following article on the program)  
Oct 15 Wine and Cheese, 2:30 pm, in Taylor Room. This event is sched-
uled to gather emeriti response following campus visits of candi-
dates for Provost 
Nov 4  Human Relations Benefits Fair, presentation on emeriti benefits, in-
cluding changes in health benefits, at 9:00 or 10:00 am. Further in-





























“You may be surprised to 
learn about Pacific’s  
Significant role in get-
ting veterans back to 
campus both in 1944 and 
today!  
Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 
We hope you can attend the Emeriti Society Fall Meeting and Luncheon on 
Wednesday, September 29 in the Regents’ Dining Room. The day’s events begin at 
10:30 AM with an hour for coffee and catching up with fellow emeriti. At 11:30, COP 
Dean Tom Krise will speak on how the Yellow Ribbon GI Enhancement Program, a 
provision of the Post-9/11 Veterans Educational Act of 2008, will be developed at 
Pacific.  As many of you know, Krise came to the University after a long and distin-
guished military/academic career.  You won’t want to miss his remarks on the “Yel-
low Ribbon Program,” the most recent reincarnation of the highly successful post-
WWII veteran’s education program.  And you may be surprised to learn about Pa-
cific’s significant role in getting veterans back to campus both in 1944 and today! 
 
Luncheon will begin at 12:00 noon.  Following the meal, we will hear from interim 
Provost Patrick Ferrillo on the renewed Provost search and from Dean of Enrollment 
Services Rob Alexander on the promising Class of 2014.  Finally, Susan Giraldez, 
current chair of Academic Council will give us an idea of the issues that the Council 
will deal with in the coming year. 
 
Through the good efforts of Paul Fairbrook, the cost of the coffee and luncheon has 
again been held to $20 per person.  But, as always, we continue to appreciate those 
who give us a little extra to cover the cost of our guests and other operating ex-
penses. Since we must provide Bon Appetit a minimum guarantee forty-eight hours 
prior to the date of our function, it is essential that everyone who plans to attend let 
us know as soon as possible, but no later than Monday, September 27th.  You may 
send a check or pay at the door.  We look forward to seeing you! 
Fall Meeting and Luncheon  
 
Most of you received this issue in digital form, as an email attachment, rather than 
as hardcopy. The difference in the cost of producing and distributing the two forms 
is significant. Digital copy costs the Emeriti Society nothing, while duplicating and 
mailing hardcopy costs nearly $2.50 per copy in color, and almost $1.00 per copy in 
grayscale (black and white).  Since the society has modest cash reserves and no 
source of income other than donations, the Executive Board decided that hardcopy 
of this issue would be produced only in grayscale and that distribution in digital form 
should be expanded as widely and quickly as possible. Therefore “of Cabbages and 
Kings” has been sent as an email attachment to everyone we have an email ad-
dress for. It is sent from the society’s web-based workspace in Sakai, providing de-
tection and blocking of contaminated attachments. This issue may also be down-
loaded online from the Emeriti Society’s public website (click to see). We ask emeriti 
who received hardcopy but have email and web access to share your email address 
with us. Among the 63 members who got hardcopy, surely there are a few in this 
category. We will continue to send hardcopy to emeriti who do not use email or to 
those unable to print digital copy. If you got hardcopy, but could receive digital copy, 
or if you got digital copy but really want hardcopy, email to <rcox@pacific.edu>. 
Digital Cabbages  vs  Hardcopy 
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Academic Council Report 
At its May 13 meeting the Council: 
 
• Approved Emeriti Status for Professors James Blankenship, Barbara Flaherty, 
David Fries, and Roseann Hannon. 
• Recommended that faculty and administrators refrain from conducting busi-
ness or attending conferences in the state of Arizona. 
• Urged the University administration to commit to on campus child care by 
2020. 
• Modified Sections 7.3.3 and 7.4.1 of the Handbook specifying that a faculty 
member must have a minimum of six years of full-time service prior to a ten-
ure evaluation and that a one-year terminal appointment be granted to faculty 
who are denied tenure. 
• Approved a new section of the Handbook 8.14.6 University Services of Bene-
fit to Spouses and Domestic Partners of Deceased Faculty and Administrators 
with Ten or More Years of Service and revisions of section 8.14.2 on Emeriti 
Benefits. 
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Emeriti Society’s 
Bridge to Asia Pro-






















Bridge to Asia: Donations of Scholarly Books 
 
The Library’s Special Collections/Archives staff will soon be posting written transcrip-
tions from the Emeriti Society’s Oral History Project—about thirty at this time—to the 
Online Archives of California (OAC). To see the current list of audiotapes and transcrip-
tions click here. We hope soon to add photographs of interviewees. For now, the tran-
scriptions and tapes are available for anyone to read/hear at Special Collections. Ac-
cording to Mike Wurtz, University Archivist, “The tapes and transcriptions give real 
‘emotion’ to the history of the University.” In the voices of witnesses and participants 
they offer details and insights on key moments and a sense of what it like to be there. 
They are a University treasure. 
. 
Oral History Project 
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Roland DiFranco reports that ninety cartons of scholarly books and teaching materials 
were donated for our Bridge to Asia project last spring and early summer, mosty by re-
tired and retiring faculty. The Bridge to Asia Foundation transports the materials to four 
distribution centers in China.  Faculty from universities and colleges in China and 
Southeast Asia come to the distribution centers to select teaching materials, which are 
useful to them. Yan Zhiqiang, Professor of English at Huzhou Teachers College wrote 
the following after a visit to the Shanghai center: “I had learned of your transfer center 
of the Bridge-to-Asia Foundation far before I came to Zhejiang, for my former school in 
Sichuan received books from you occasionally. But not until I stepped into your small 
storage did I realize what a large treasure house was opened to me and to our school. 
Therefore, right back home I reported to our president and the chief librarian my 
evaluation of your center as a place much richer in resources than any foreign lan-
guages bookstore throughout China and made a plan for the library to select data from 
the center as frequently as possible.” 
 
The Society thanks the University for providing storage space during the two months 
collection period and for transporting donated materials to the Foundation warehouse. 
Treasurer’s Report 
Our current balance is $2,925.45. This includes donations from 31 members that 
the Emeriti Society received in the past year totaling $399. 
 
 
Our current balance is $2,925.45.  
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Takes him for a ride  

















Roland and Toni di Franco spent five weeks in Central Asia early this last summer 
visiting their daughter, Tamar, who works for ConocoPhillips in Kazakhstan. They 
traveled with her on the “Silk Road” in Uzbekistan for two weeks.  Journeying by mi-
nivan and other conveyances (see picture on the left) they went from Tashkent to 
Samarkand, Bukhara, Khiva, and  stayed at a Yurt encampment in the desert.   
 
Ed and Carmen Pejack are going to China for 3 weeks in Sept and Oct., 2010. Part 
of the trip is with the Sister City group (Foshan is Stockton's China Sister City). Their 
itenary includes Hong Kong, Kunming, Lijiang, Guilin, Foshan, and Macau.  
 
Bob Hamernik is enjoying his twelfth year in retirement and growing recognition as 
a watercolorist. Two of his paintings are currently hanging at the Stockton Art 
League Gallery on the Miracle Mile. This November several more, along with work 
by other members of the “Tuesday Group,” will be will be part of a Featured Artist of 
the Month show. 
 
Alex Granik is deeply saddened to report that his wife, Rita Vizitei, died on August 
25. She was born in Moscow in 1932. As a girl she lost her mother in one of Stalin's 
purges, and her father, a tank gunner in the Red Army, in the battle of Warsaw in 
1944. Notwithstanding, she earned an engineering degree from Odessa Hydrome-
teorology Institute, but rather than becoming an engineer became a successful 
playwright and scriptwriter. In 1975 she immigrated to the US and once again 
changed her profession, becoming a computer programmer for Chevron. Alex writes 
that she was an absolutely selfless person, willing and ready to give the proverbial 
shirt off her back, a perfect mother, grandmother, and wife. Rita is survived by her 
two children and Alex, her husband of twenty-eight years. 
 
 
Louis Leiter, Professor of English, Emeritus, died on June 1 in Point Richmond, 
CA. He was born in Ohio in 1921 into a family of migrant sharecroppers.  During the 
Great Depression, he worked the sugar cane plantations of the Florida Everglades 
near Lake Okeechobee.  After serving in the Army in WW II, Leiter turned his atten-
tion to the arts, especially literature, earning a PhD in English from Brown University 
in 1961.  He joined the English department in the College in 1963. He taught litera-
ture and film and wrote many articles and several textbooks. In 1967 he was 
awarded a Fulbright fellowship to Finland. He was the first recipient of a Spanos 
Award for Teaching in 1972. He retired in 1990. At age 80, he published a novel, 
"Grow Slowly, Eden," a visionary autobiographical fantasy set in the Florida Ever-
glades and Lake Okeechobee. He is survived by two brothers, many dear friends, 
and his long-term companion Gregory Ghent.   
Erwin Burmeister, Professor University Libraries, Emeritus passed away in 
Stockton on July 21.  He was born in Iowa in 1928, served in the army in WWII and 
after the war in Trieste, Italy, as a staff photographer. Completing an MA in library 
science at the University of Illinois in 1954, he was employed in public libraries in 
Milwaukee, Michigan City, and Stockton.  He joined the Library faculty at Pacific in 
1962, becoming Chief Cataloger and Head of Technical Services.  In 1965 he mar-
ried Marie-Anne Bianconi, Professor of French in the Modern Language Depart-
ment. They and their son Martin enjoyed travel throughout the Western United 
States, and Europe. Marie-Anne’s untimely death occurred in 1985.  Erwin retired in 
1992. Ever since his days in the army he was a keen photographer, even taking 
courses from Ansel Adams. He was a gentle person with a sharp wit and a wonder-
ful self-deprecating sense of humor. His son Martin survives him.  His family and his 
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